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SUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION:  
Sustainability Projects Continue to Grow 

Green Theme/Futuristic Projects 
Sustainability Interdisciplinary Connections  

Bat House Design 
Rain Garden 

Rockville 
Landfill Investigation 
Wind Turbine Design 

Solar Car Design 
Future City Competition 

SOARS Program 
Musconetcong Watershed 

Ecology Projects 
Pequest Trout Program 

Slam Dunk the Junk 
History of Our Community 

Robotics Exploration 
Flight Exploration 
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http://www.sustainabilityninja.com/eco-news/5-ways-the-average-person-can-promote-sustainability-47586/  

HOW DO WE LIVE GREEN & 
WHY SHOULD WE DO IT? 

SUSTAINABILITY AND STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 



UNIT PLAN 
 

ÅSustainability Discussion (Pre-Assessment & Background Information) 

ÅHow did We Get Here?  (Video Presentations) 

ÅSolid Waste Management: Plastic Soup Video Essay 

Åhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQh898IcOgM  

ÅWaste Water Management:  

Åhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elrJ-fRi4sk  

ÅAir Pollution Management: 

Åhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcWpkWBX04E 

ÅHow do I Impact the Environment?  (Ecological Footprint) 

ÅWhat can I do to Help?  (Student Research and Presentations) 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQh898IcOgM
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HOW DOES A SOCIETY MANAGE ITS RESOURCES? 

ENVIRONMENT 

OPEN SPACE 
RECREATION 
CLEAN AIR & WATER 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 

NIMBY 

ENERGY COSTS 
    Electricity 
    Transportation 
    Fuels (Heating, Cooking) 
FOOD COSTS 
WATER COSTS 
CONSUMER GOODS 

TYPES OF JOBS 
COST OF LIVING/TAXES 

HOW DO MY DECISIONS  
IMPACT THE QUALITY OF 

MY COMMUNITY & 
OTHERS WORLDWIDE? 

What is sustainability all about? 

What is my ecological footprint? 

How can I change my habits to minimize my footprint? 



HOW DID WE GET HERE? 
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Link on Tutorial to Download youtube videos: 

http://www.screencast.com/t/2mbD2Af6o 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cv1T_EJsVXc&feature=related 
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HOW DID WE GET HERE? 
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http://greenupgrader.com/3258/plastic-bottle-facts-make-you-think-before-you-drink/  

 
 
   

The average American consumes 167 
bottles of water a year. 

My Household:   

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 

My Class: 

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 

My Grade: 

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 

My School: 

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 

My Town: 

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 

My County: 

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 

My State: 

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 

My Country: 

 _________  x 167 =  ____________ 
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MY ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINTΧΧIh² 5h L a!Y9 L¢ Dw99b9wΚ 

Explore the following websites and any other websites and 

then write a journal entry which answers the following 

questions:   

(BE SURE TO IDENTIFY YOUR RESOURCES)_ 

 

VWhat is an ecological footprint? 

 

VWhat components make up a footprint? 

 

VHow big is my ecological footprint? 

 

VWhat can we do to make our footprints smaller? 

 
Join your group to share your journal entries and plan a 

presentation, poster, or media presentation that addresses 

each of the 4 questions above. 

 

üYou will have 1 day for the website exploration and journal 

entries. 

 

üYou will have 2.5 days for the presentation discussion and 

preparation. 

http://www.myfootprint.org/  

http://sustainability.publicradio.org/consumerconsequences/  

http://www.myfootprint.org/
http://sustainability.publicradio.org/consumerconsequences/
http://sustainability.publicradio.org/consumerconsequences/


Bat House Design 

Two years ago 8th Grade students Benjamin Vecchio, Alexa Faas, and Nicholas Doran investigated the impact of the 
white-nosed fungus on the bat population as part of their academic period of study.  Working with other peers they 
ǿŜǊŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ±ŜƛƻƭŀΩǎ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴ ŀ {a!w¢.ƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ  ¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
later, they have continued to implement a plan to create blueprints and an educational brochure and website to 
share with the community at large.  As part of the project, the student presented their solution to the town council. 

Habitat loss, pesticides 
and an invasive fungus 
that is associated with 
White-Nose Syndrome 
are all negatively 
impacting bat 
populations.  
 
Providing alternative 
roosting habitat with your 
bat house can help lessen 
the impacts of these 
threats. 
 



RECENT UPDATE 
 
The Worst Wildlife Disease 
Outbreak Ever in North 
America Just Got Way 
Worse 
Tue Apr. 9, 2013  
 
White-nosed Syndrome 
was first identified in North 
America in bats in New York in 
2007 and has since spread to 22 
states.  WNS has decimated bat 
populations with mortality 
rates reaching 100 percent at 
some sites. In the northeastern 
United States, bat numbers 
have plummeted by at least 80 
percent, says the USGS, with 
~6.7 million bats killed 
continent wide. The Center for 
Biological Diversity reports that 
biologists consider this the 
worst wildlife disease outbreak 
ever in North America. 


